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SPRING 2026 HOODING INVESTITURE
Saturday, May 9, 2026
Dakota Prairie Playhouse

PROCESSIONAL
“Pomp and Circumstance” - by Sir Edward Elgar
Please rise and remain standing until the graduating class has been seated.

OPENING REMARKS
Dr. Mark Hawkes
Dean of Graduate Studies

INVESTITURE ADDRESS
Dr. Pete Hoesing
Associate Vice President for Research & Economic Development

HOODING INVESTITURE
RECESSIONAL

Please rise and remain standing until the

platform party and graduating class have retired.

GRADUATE LEVEL ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

The Beacom College of Computer and Cyber Sciences
M.S. in Artificial Intelligence
M.S.in Computer Science
MS.in Cyber Defense
MS.in Cyber Operations
Ph.D.in Computer Science
Ph.D.in Cyber Defense
Ph.D.in Cyber Operations

College of Business and Information Systems
MB.A. in General Management
M.S. in Analytics & Applied Artificial Intelligence
M.S. in Health Informatics and Information Management
MSS. in Information Systems
Ph.D. in Information Systems

College of Education & Human Performance
M.SEd. in Education and Technology



The Beacom College of Computer & Cyber Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy in Computer Science

Koffi Regis Oswald Adohinzin

Jennifer L. Schulte

The Beacom College of Computer & Cyber Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy in Cyber Defense

Sunil Arora
LD Herrera
Jason Jenkins

Yousuf Mohiuddin Muhammad*
David Alan Schroeder
Michael Grant Williams

The Beacom College of Computer & Cyber Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy in Cyber Operations

Robert Michael Cannistra
Alex Wollman

Eric Wayne Yocam

College of Business and Information Systems

Doctor of Philosophy in Information Systems

Angel Blanchard

Analytics & Decision Support

Victor Olutoye Ishola

Analytics & Decision Support

Lorater Becklines Shey Nangeri

Cyber Security

Harsha Sammangi
Analytics & Decision Support

The Beacom College of Computer & Cyber Sciences

Master of Science in Artificial Intelligence

Mason Robert Dana
Komal Subhash More

Wyatt Duane Olson

The Beacom College of Computer & Cyber Sciences

Master of Science in Computer Science

Jason Michael Bisnette
Cyber Operations
Collin Lee Brueggeman
Cyber Operations
Cole Michael Drumheller
Artificial Intelligence
Lucas Harr
Artificial Intelligence
Nnaemeka Charles Igwe
Artificial Intelligence
Shanna Kahn
Cyber Operations
Samuel Kieffer Kampshoft
Artificial Intelligence

*Adjacent Term Graduate

Darold Devario Kelly Jr.
Cyber Operations
Derek Manzella
Cyber Operations
Cody Nagel
Cyber Operations
Franklin Parker
Juan Manuel Reyna Jr.
Cyber Operations
Ashton Alvin Ruesch
Cyber Operations
Blake T. Schmiedt
Chase N. Steuerwald



The Beacom College of Computer & Cyber Sciences

Master of Science in Cyber Defense

Payton M. Anderson
Technical
Charles Ugochukwu Anyanwu
Security Management/Compliance
Aleksandr Tristan Billey
Security Management/Compliance
Nicholas Coates
Technical
William Crumb
Technical
Ebraam Ashraf Helmy Ebrahem
Technical
Easton Ford
Technical
Emelia Rebekah Faith Goheen
Technical
Kevin Goyins*
Technical
Aaron Joiner
Technical
Nikil Kayastha
Technical
Noah Krull
Technical
Aiden James Larson
Technical
William Louis Marcy IIT
Technical

Alyssa Nicole May
Technical

Jacob David Page
Security Management/Compliance

Joshua David Pallister

Sandip Patel
Technical

Ryan Christopher Pizzo
Technical

Rabi Prajapati
Technical

Anna Pratt
Technical

Aaron Benjamin Randolph

Patrick Roger Rau
Technical

Marshal Simons
Technical

Angela Rose Slattery
Technical

Nicholas Andrew Smith

Tanner Lance Stephens
Technical

Oscar Linus Christoffer Wahlgren
Technical

Juleigh Ann Wilson
Technical

College of Business & Information Systems

Master of Business Administration in General Management

Blake D. Duran

Zakkary Arthur Evers
Curtis Rodney Flint

Farin Bernadette Gillissen
LD Herrera

John D. Kirchner
Stephen J. Klekas
Garret Soren Leiseth
Samuel Richard Olson

College of Business & Information Systems

Master of Science in Analytics

Michael B. Manker

*Adjacent Term Graduate

Taylor R. Stacey



College of Business & Information Systems
Master of Science in Analytics and Applied Artificial Intelligence

Ashlee Danielle Beacom Uyaruun Purevdor;j
Amy L. Collins Joshua Lee Reid
Christopher D. Elce Helena Iona Rolle
Sneha Kachawa Justin Tyler Tamondong
Benjamin Ryan Loos Sarah Zhara Strader

Tarun Peddavenkatappagari

College of Business & Information Systems
Master of Science in Health Informatics & Information Management

Graystone Tarley Barlue Nakyda A. Dean
Anita Bharadwaja

College of Business & Information Systems
Master of Science in Information Systems

Sullivan Anye Ade Anthony Brian Foote
Cyber Security Data Management

Brian Kristofer Cole Aniket Jha
Cyber Security Analytics

Lindsey Eileen Crow Aakash Karki
General Cyber Security

Danilo De Souza Shahid Manzoor
Analytics General

Michelle Leigh Elkin Nancy K. Nguyen
Data Management General

James Alan England Kaden Christopher Peterson
Cyber Security Cyber Security

College of Education & Human Performance
Master of Science in Education in Education and Technology

Kathleen Wava Ballinger Grace LaRaine Juergens
Educational Technology Educational Technology
Elliot Carmany Sharla Kathryn Krell
Carrington Rose Entringer Jason Wade Landrum
Educational Technology Computer Science and Cyber Education
Rezty Florendo Gapuz Taine Harvey Mitchell
Computer Science and Cyber Education Educational Technology
Andrew Nicholas Griffin Lindsey Renee Tellinghuisen
Computer Science and Cyber Education Sydnie Rae Waldner

Educational Technology



History of the Hooding Ceremony and Academic Regalia

The academic regalia you see graduates and faculty wear today hearken back to the origins of academia.
The cap, gown and hood closely resemble requirements of 14th century English universities which
prescribed the wearing of a long gown by faculty and students. The tradition of special academic dress
seems to have entered the United States through King’s College (now Columbia University) in colonial
New York. As late as the 1880s, different institutions established their own academic dress codes like what
is done throughout Europe to this day. In 1935, the American Council on Education approved a code
for academic costumes that has been in effect since that year, which made the wearing of academic regalia
uniform throughout the US.

The colorful hood is reserved for those individuals who have attained academic degrees beyond the
bachelor’s degree. The hood is a special part of the academic regalia that denotes scholarly and professional
achievements. The hoods, which differ in length for the three degrees, are lined with the official colors of
the university or college conferring the degree, usually with one color forming a chevron pattern over the
other. Hoods are edged and bound with velvet of the color appropriate for the degree. The colors you see
in the hoods and gowns represent the various fields in which the degrees were earned.

The hooding ceremony at Dakota State University signifies a scholarly and personal achievement. As chief
academic officer, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs commissions the university Registrar to
call forth the master candidate. Graduate faculty representatives place the hood on the student as a symbol
of passage from student to “master.’
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